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AC-RICULTTjRS  AIID  Rill  ORAL  D3FRUSS 

A&RICTJLTTJRftL  DEMSE  SUPPLIRS  STUDIED  BY  COI.'IMISSIOR:  The  Agricultural  Division 
of  the  RDAG  is  beginning  a study  of  the  supply  of  items  used  in  agricultural 
production,  inclu-ding  supplies  of  fertilizer  and  the  possible  demands  of  the 
defense  program  on  the  supplies  normally  taken  by  the  farms  of  the  nation. 

Study  of  available  transport  facilities  has  been  urider  way  for  several  v/eeks 
under  the  direction  of  Dr.  S.  0.  halott  of  the  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Lccnomics. 
Possibility  of  using  raw  cotton  in  the  manufacture  of  nitro-cell'olo se  in  the 
event  of  a shortage  in  cotton  lixiters  is  being  studied,.  Also  being  considered 
are  ways  and  means  of  obtaining  a larger  volume  of  "chemical  linters"  during 
the  cottonseed  crushing  season  to  insure  s'ufficient  linters  pulp  for  nitration. 


SUife'ARY  OF  FCREIGII  DEYELOPi'vilS'TS:  BRAZIL;  The  British  have  e^qDressed  an 
intention  to  purchase  Brasilian  cotton  during  1941  to  the  extent  of  1,000,000 
pounds  sterling  above  iDurchases  last  year.  Current  orders  a.re  i"anning  roughly 
in  that  proportion  but  later  purchases  will  depend  on  prices,  terms  and  other 
circumstances.  The  Britisn  in  maiy  ca,s3s  are  demanding  crec.it  terms  which  the 
Brasilia, ns  consider  unreasonably  long. 


FRMCS;  Referring  to  1941  crop  prospects  in  unoccupied  France,  the  Ministry  of 
Agric’ifLture  pointed  out  the  followin,g  unfa.vorablo  factors:  (l)  More  than 
1,200,000  farm  workers  are  prisoners  of  war;  (2)  the  a.vaila-blo  n'umber  of  draft 
animals  i s 20  percent  less  than  required;  (3)  extremely  cold  weather  in  December 
and  January  .may  have  affected  'onf ar/orably  f^ll-sovm.  grains;  (4)  fuel  reserves 
for  agricultural  machinery  a,re  being  depleted  rapi’lly  and  there  is  little  hope 
of  supplies  being  replenished  in  the  neau’  future;  (5)  spare  parts  for  agri- 
cultural mavChinery  cannot  b,e  i.mported,  nor  can  they  oe  manuf a.ctured  in  Franco 
because  of  a shorta.ge  of  raw  materials;  and  (6)  no  selected  seeds  were  available 
for  fall  sowings. 

BEL'GIUlvi:  Butter  and  other  fals,  .manaroni  and  other  cereals,  eggs,  cheese, 

meat,  fish,  fowl,  pea.s,  pot,aloeo,  beans  <and  rice  ha,vo  disa.ppeared  fro.m  local 
(Antwerp)  markets.  There  is  available  in  limited  amounts  only  extremely  poor 
q_uality  brean.  The  Food  Control  Office  stales  that  the  iintwerp  flour  supply 
v/ill  la.st  only  two  v;eoks. 


The  Belgian  Minister  of  Agri ciuture  stated  tha,t  the  nation's  food  supply 


situation  1 e f b much 
meat.  The  era s t i ng 


to  be  desired  parti  col  a.rl  3a  as  regards  potatoes,  grain  and 
potalo  shortage  v/a.s  attributed  largely  to  transpox’talion 


difficulties.  He  pointed  out,  ho.vevor,  th.at  large  quantities  of  potaloes  are 
available  in  Hollaaid  and  Germany  for  shipment  to  Belgium.  It  wan  his  opinion 
that  with  the  coming  of  favorable  weather  an.equato  shipments  should  pnrivo  so 
that  the  pot.'^,to  suppl  y would  bo  s ,iti  sf  a.ctorily  guaveant  ced,  Hth  respect  to  grain 
supplies,  the  miniscer  e.mphnsizGd  that  she  enisti'ug  shortage  is  erpoct-ed  to  bo 
remedied  in  the  near  future.  The  German  and  Belgian  onlhc rities , he  an,ded,  are 
endeavoring  to  suppljt  the  population  v.lth  needed  ajaa'-utities  of  brec?,d  grain.  To 
improve  the  supply  of  meat,  which  in  recent  months  has  been  impaired  largely  by 


illicit  trade,  it  is  planned  to  maice  a.  complete  reorganizclion  of  the  marketing 
system.  Uoticedle  results  of  the  new  arrangements,  he  declared,  could  be 
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SPAIIT ; An  American  official  driving  oy  ca.r  from  B.adajos  in  Spain  to 
Algeciras  oy  wa.y  of  Sevilla  and  Cadiz,  reports  a.s  follows:  "The  food  situation 
became  progressively  worse  the  fa.rther  south  I went,  v/ith  a com.pl oto  absence 
along  my  route  of  potcatoes  c?jid  most  green  vegeta.blcs,  a great  dea.rth  of  sugar, 
butter  and  fats  and  con  entire  lack  of  ’.vhite  flour.  At  Stn  Rernrndo,  outside 
of  Cadiz,  no  bread  whatsoever  was  avadlable  in  the  restanraiits , and  the  mea.t 
served  was  alre-ady  in  a.  state  of  decomposition.  At  the  Cristina  Hotel  in 
lAgeciras,  a stone's  throw  from  Gibraltar,  and  one  of  the  finest  hotels  in 
Spain,  I y/as  informed  that  broad  wa,s  a,vr.il.able  only  tv/o  or  throe  days  out  of 
ea.ch  month  and  then  only  in  vorj/-  small  quantities,  Wiiile  I saw  no  ca.sos  of 
stonvation  comparable  with  those  encountered  in  the  Russiah  famine  area,  in 
1921  m.alnutrition  was  very  evident." 
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AGHICULTUEE  AND  UATIOilAL  P3PPNSE 


MPCHAUICS  IFAIrlSU  III  P.UPAl  POLYTECHUIC  SCHOOLS:  More  than  3,000  rural 
polytecimic  tiigh  schools,  scattered  throughout  the  United  Sta,tes,  are  now 
training  r'urcl  youth  and  adults  a.s  mechanics  as  a,  p.art  of  the  national  defense 
program.  Between  6,000  and  8,000  schools  are  expected  to  he  offering 
mechanical  courses  h;’  July  1.  Those  a.ttending  classes,  usually  held  at  night, 
ano  given  instruction  in  the  general  field  of  mechanics  to  help  fit  thorn  in 
defense  industries.  Forty-seven  States  have  a;pprovcd  the  program  and  capproVvOl 
hy  the  last  State  is  expected  coon.  The  program  wa,s  proposed  hy  Ur.  H.  C. 
Ea.msowcr,  Ohio  State  Extension  Director,  and  is  sponsored  hy  the  U.  S.  Office 
of  Education  and  the  Katioiial  Defense  Commission. 

UATf  INCLUDES  UI CAPA.CUjIT  PIUB  IP  BIDS  POP.  LUvBER:  As  a move  toward  hemisphere 
cooperation,  the  ilavy  will  include  Uicaragu-n  pine  as  aioprovcd  heaay/  timher 
for  construction  of  shipways.  Bids  will  ho  requested  soon.  The  Navy's  decision 
wan  made  on  the  recommendation  of  the  Forest  Service  after  T.  R.  C.  Wilson, 
structur.al  timher  export  from  the  Forest  Products  Lahorator^^,  Ind  inspected  a, 
consignment  of  Nicanag^uan  slash  pine  in  New  York  and  pronounced  it  equal  in 
Duality  to  the  slash  pine  grcThi  in  this  comitry.  It  is  o^qoccted  tha.t  funds 
from  .any  sales  of  timher  to  the  U.  S.  would  ho  used  oy  the  Nicar.aguans  to  hu^’’ 
products  in  the  U.  S.,  prohahly  wheat. 

NATIONAL  FJTRITION  CONGRESS  PLMNED  FOR  SPRINC;  Pl.ans  for  a.  national  next rit ion 
congress  in  Wmhington  eanly  tnis  spring,  attended  h''  representatives  of 
FederrU.  aJid  State  agencies  as  well  as  j)rofessional  and  tociinical  groups  ong-aged 
in  diet  and  nutrition  activities,  are  being  worked  cut  under  the  supervision 
of  Food  Coordinator  McNutt.  Assisting  with  the  plans  are  Dr.  Helen  Mitchell, 
Nutrition  Consultant,  recently  transferred  to  the  Coordina.t- r ' s office  from  the 
Extension  Service,  end  Miss  Gay  Shopperson,  assistant  to  the  Coordinator. 

M.  L.  V/ilson,  Director  of  the  Extension  Service,  is  chairman  of  the  committoe 
on  nutrition. 

SUMtiARY  OF  FOREIGN  DEYELOPa.ENTS:  UNITED  KINGDOM:  Conferences  are  being  held 
het’.veen  government  authorities  and  representatives  of  employers  and  employees 
in  the  cotton  industry  regarding  curtailment  of  proo.uction  to  conserve  shipping 
spane  and  to  free  la.hor  for  munitions  v/ork.  Among  vanious  cotton  control 
measures  under  consideralion  at  present  one;  (l)  organized  purchasing  of  raw 
cotton  in  producing  coxmtries  and  regulalcd  distribution  to  spinners;  (S)  con- 
centration of  jDrodxiction  of  goods  for  the  Government  and  for  export  in 
efficient  mills,  and  the  curtailment  of  production  for  the  home  manket  to  a 
minimum;  (3)  closing  dov,n  of  surplus  plants  and  the  transfer  of  ;7orkers  in 
such  plants  to  munitions  fantories;  (4)  centralized  control  of  prices  through- 
out the  Industry;  and  (5)  centralizing  of  the  textile  export  sales  through 
the  British  Overscan  Cottons,  Ltd.  , and  its  representatives  abroad. 
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i NEW  ZEi\LAEE;  Eue  to  the  increasing  need  for  pror.pt  rnd  large  shipments  of 

V hutter,  cheese  and  neat  to  the  United  Kingdom,  additioned  noch.onical  loading 

oqtaipment  is  being  installed  at  sea.ports  and  an  expansion  in  refrigerated 
^ storage  fa.cilities  is  under  way. 

Authorization  was  received  from  the  British  Wool  Control  to  ship 
25,000  h.ales  of  American,  style  55  to  58  wool  from  New  Zealand  to  the  United 
States.  This  is  the  first  authorization  for  shipment  of  wool  from.  New  Zealand 
direct  to  a.  neutral  countrj^  since  the  oufbreaic  of  the  war  in  September  1939. 
Arrangements  for  shipiDing  the  wool  will  be  made  as  soon  an  orders  from 
Imierican  firms  ane  received  and  accepted.  The  \vool  is  fine  quality  half-bred 
and  Corriedale. 

CAU'iDA:  Provincial  Premier  Kepbum  announced  the  rccommcndalion  of  a.  two-day 

conference  of  Provincial  officials  and  producer  representatives  for  the  pajTnent 
of  a subsidy  to  Onta,rio  farmers  of  50  cents  per  hog  for  grade  B-1  and  of 
$1.00  per  hog  for  gra.do  A,  the  subsidy'  to  be  contingent  upon  an  appropriation 
by  the  Ontario  G-overnment  of  $1,500,000.  The  Conference  also  recommended  the 
anccptance  in  principle  of  the  Federal  G-overnment ' s offer  to  shcane  in  the 
cost  of  bringing  3,200,000  bushels  of  feed  grain  from  Fort  William  to  Ontario 
destinations  at  a.  cost  to  the  Ontario  G-overriment  of  about  $200,000.  The 
object  of  such  subsidies  is  to  oncoura^ge  increased  hog’ production  for 
marketing  during  the  first  pant  of  1942. 
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